MR imaging of inflammatory conditions of the ankle and foot.
Infection and noninfection inflammatory diseases commonly affect the foot and ankle; they have a significant impact on the cost of medical care and are a major source of referral for MR imaging evaluation. Recognition of the MR imaging appearance of the various manifestations of these disorders is important so that prompt and appropriate medical or surgical management can be instituted. This article emphasizes MR imaging of the most important diseases in this category, diabetic foot infection and the rheumatoid foot, but will also discuss manifestations in the foot and ankle of various other inflammatory diseases, such as gout and seronegative spondyloarthropathies.